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Program Overview 
 
Templates are used to create ‘On the Fly Bill Of materials’ otherwise known as Configured items. 
A pre-defined template is set up to include all possible combinations of components. Components can include the following: 

� product IDs selectable from the product master, or restricted to a pre-defined list; 
� non-product ID related entries which are discussed in further detail later in this document. 

Finally you can control the description of the final configured item, include cut factors, as well some other settings that will be described in detail.  
Templates/Configured items program is used often to handle hose assemblies, band saw blades. 
 
When a user enters the template in order entry, the system will automatically take you to a ‘Product Configuration’ screen, and this is where the user builds the ‘On the 
Fly Bill of Material’ item.  Once the item is built it becomes a configured item, and configured items flow through the system like a Build to order kit. 
 
You can test this process and play with it in the test company, by creating a template through Product master. There is a stock type called ‘Template’ – once you 
select that stock type, a folder will appear next to the stock type, click on that folder and that is where you can setup the template’s details that will flow through and will 
be picked up when the configured item is built. 
 
There are some Business Rules that affect the functionality of the Template processing. These business rules are as follows: 
 
INV40 – Choose from product master  
INV42 – Include Qty in Desc based on check box 
INV43 – Locate product when zooming for configured item 
INV50 – Calculate discount on components 
INV51 – Free form product descriptions 
 
For more information on the individual business rules, go to Company Setup > Company Business Rules > Park on the Business Rule, and click on the folder located 
at the end of the description field.  The folder will contain additional information on each specific Business Rule. 
 
Template and Configured Items are only available if the Inventory Sub-Module CFG (Product Configurator) has been purchased. 
 



 Visual Streamline 
Product Configurator 

 

December 2018 Page: 2 
TECSYS Visual Streamline White Paper Series 

Creating Templates .................................................................................................................................. Identifying an item as a template 
 
To create a new template, go to Inventory > Master Files and create a new inventory item, just like you normally would.  When you get to the Stock type field, select 
‘Template’ as the stock type, and continue to create the item as usual.  Once the item has been created, and saved, system will display a folder next to the stock type.  
The folder is used to create the template details. 
 
 

This folder will allow you to set up the template details. 
It launches the ‘Product Configurator Maintenance’ screen as 
shown here and explained in further detail in the following 
pages. 

This Product Configurator Maintenance screen allows you to enter 
the template components. 
 
It is important to enter the maximum number of components that can 
potentially be included in any configured items based on this 
template. 
Components cannot be added once configured items have been 
created from the template. Components that are not necessarily 
required for each configured item base on the template can be 
classified as not required. 
Should it become necessary to modify a template after configured 
items have been created, there are two options: 
� create an entirely new template that includes the change; 
� delete any saved configured items so that template can be 

modified (more information on Deleting Saved Configures later 
in this document.). 
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Creating Templates ........................................................................................................... The Product Configurator Maintenance screen 
 
This Product Configurator Maintenance screen is where the templates are defined. 
Before stepping through the creation of an actual template, the next several pages will describe some of the components. 
The screenshot below explains some of the key elements of the Product Configurator Maintenance screen. 

The Choice Types column is a dropdown box used to specify 
the type of component in the template.  The available choices 
are as follows: 
Product Code: Indicates that the component is a product 

code.  The user can be restricted to 
products from a pre-defined list set up via 
the ‘Valid Products’ button or allowed to 
select any product from the standard 
lookup 

Combo Box: This will allow you to select from a user-
defined list of choices.  You will see in the 
‘Additional Info’ screen (folder at the end of 
line item) that you will have the option of 
entering the information that you wish to 
use for the combo box. 

Yes/No: Allows you to select either option 
Quantity: Allows you to only enter a qty 
Dollar Value: Allows you to enter a dollar value 
Free Form Text: Allows you to enter a free form text 

description into the field. 

The Print Price checkbox determines whether the price of the 
component will display on any screens/reports/forms that show a 
breakdown of materials for a configured item that was built from this 
template. 

This folder icon launches an Options window containing multiple 
parameters for each component of the template. 
These parameters are discussed in detail in the pages that follow. 

This field is a free-form text field 
containing a user-defined description of 
the template component. 

This field is a system 
generated and system 
maintained sequence 
number. 

This button allows the user to 
toggle between Query and 
Modify mode. 

This button will delete the 
component on which the 
user is currently parked. 
This button is disabled if 
there are any saved 
configured items based on 
this template. 

This button launches the Cut Factors window 
that will be described later in this document. 

This button launches a window that 
displays the products or combo box 
values that are linked to the 
component on which the user is 
currently parked. 
This button is only enabled for 
components that are Product 
Codes or Combo Boxes.  

This button launches a window 
that displays all Saved 
Configured items that have 
been built based on this 
template. 
This button is only enabled 
when configured items exist. 
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Creating Templates ...................................................................................... The Product Configurator Maintenance screen…continued 
 
There are optional parameters for each component regardless of their choice type launched by clicking the folder in the rightmost column. 
These parameters control the manner in which the component is presented during the creation of a configured item from the template as well as the manner in which 
the configured item’s descripton is built.  The screenshot below explains the parameters contained in the top portion of the options window. 
 

Required Flag 
This flag is used to determine whether a component is required 
during product configuration or can be bypassed. 
Note: A Combo Box type field that is flagged as NOT Required 

cannot be bypassed during product configuration. 
A Dollar Value type field that is flagged as Required will still 
allow a value of zero during product configuration. 
A Yes/No type field that is flagged as NOT Required cannot 
be bypassed during product configuration. 
Free form text that is formatted with special characters and 
flagged as NOT required cannot be left blank. 
Free form text that is flagged as Required allows a blank 
entry. 

Display Description instead of Product Code 
This flag applies only to components of type ‘Product 
Codes’. 
This flag is used to determine whether that component will 
be referenced, throughout the configuration process, by its 
product code or by its description. 
 

Include in Description 1 and 2 
These two flags apply only to components of type 
‘Product Codes’ or ‘Combo Boxes’. 
These flags are used to determine whether a 
component is to be referenced in the first or 
second line of description of the configured 
product. 



 Visual Streamline 
Product Configurator 

 

December 2018 Page: 5 
TECSYS Visual Streamline White Paper Series 

Creating Templates ...................................................................................... The Product Configurator Maintenance screen…continued 
 
There are optional parameters for each component regardless of their choice type launched by clicking the folder in the rightmost column.  
These parameters control the manner in which the component is presented during the creation of a configured item from the template as well as the manner in which 
the configured item’s descripton is built.  The screenshot below shows explains the parameters contained in the middle portion of the options window. 
 
 

Include Quantity in Description 
This dropdown field applies only to components with a quantity component (‘Product Codes’ or 
‘Quantity’ type components). 
It is used to determine whether a component’s quantity field is to be contained in the description 
of the configured product. 
Acceptable values for this field are as follows: 
� <Blank> meaning a component’s quantities are not included in the description of the 

configured product; 
� ‘After Prefix’ meaning the component’s quantities are concatenated after the Component 

Identifier in the appropriate description field of the configured item; 
� ‘Before Prefix’ meaning the component’s quantities are concatenated before the 

Component Identifier in the appropriate description field of the configured item. 
Note: There is no way to control whether the quantity is contained in the first or second 

description line… it will be in both. 

Prefix (for Description) 
This flag applies only to components of type ‘Product Codes’. 
This field is used to enter an identifier for this component that will be annexed to the 
configured item’s description as determined by these parameters. 
Note: This field has been incorrectly referred to as a ‘Prefix’, as its position is user-

defined.  Throughout this document, it will be referred to as ‘Component 
Identifier’. 

Position of ‘Prefix’ 
This dropdown field applies to components of most types but only if a Component Identifier has 
been entered. 
It is used to determine where the Component Identifier and quantity are  to be displayed in the 
description of the configured product. 
Acceptable values for this field are as follows: 
�  ‘Current Position (before Description)’ meaning that, as the configured product’s 

description is being built from left to right, the component identifier (and optionally its 
quantity) will be positioned in the configured product’s description fields before its 
component’s code or description ; 

� ‘End of Description I’ meaning that, as the configured product’s description is being built 
from left to right, the component identifier (and optionally its quantity) will be positioned at 
the end of the configured product’s description fields rather than before its component’s 
code or description. 

Note: There is no way to control whether the prefix is contained in the first or second 
description line… it will be in both. 

Quantity Factor and Component 
These fields apply only to components with a quantity component (‘Product Codes’ or 
‘Quantity’ type components). 
They are used to automatically assign quantities to a component based on the 
quantity of another component as identified by the Component field. 
A factor (may contain up to 2 decimals) is entered that will be applied against the 
quantity entered or calculated for the component specified. 
Note: The component specified may be a non-quantity field as there is no 

validation. 
Care must be taken with the number of decimals used in the factor, as the 
resultant quantity calculation will be displayed to the correct number of 
decimals for its UOM but will be stored as calculated which may result in 
costing or stocking errors later. 
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Creating Templates ...................................................................................... The Product Configurator Maintenance screen…continued 
 
There are optional parameters for each component regardless of their choice type launched by clicking the folder in the rightmost column.  
These parameters control the manner in which the component is presented during the creation of a configured item from the template as well as the manner in which 
the configured item’s descripton is built.  The screenshot below shows explains the parameters contained in the bottom portion of the options window. 
 

Default Quantity and Range 
These fields apply only to components with a quantity component (‘Product Codes’ 
or ‘Quantity’ type components). 
They are used to assign a default quantity to a component as well as an 
acceptable range of quantities. 
Note: Care must be taken when entering the default quantity as it allows an 

entry outside the defined range. 

Default Product and Product Line 
These fields apply only to ‘Product Codes’ or ‘Combo Box’ 
type components. 
They are used to assign a default product code or combo 
box value. 
Note: Combo boxes will not accept a default value. 
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Creating Templates ................................................................................................ Component Types – a Required Product Component 
 
For purposes of this document, we will show a template model that utilizes most of the features supported by the CFG sub-module. 
This is a template for which the first component will be a product from a pre-determined list. 
The screenshot below shows the screen for the creation/maintenance of the pre-determined list of products from which the first component must be chosen. 
 
 

This window allows the user to maintain the pre-determined list of products from which the 
component must be chosen. 
Note: Care must be taken when removing items from the list as there is no validation in 

place to ensure that a product being removed has not already been used in a 
saved configured product. 

As shown, the user has entered ‘Required Product 
Component’ as the component description and selected 
‘Product Codes’ as the Choice Types. 
In order to create or edit the pre-determined list of 
products from which the component, on which the user is 
parked, must be chosen, the user can click on the Valid 
Products button. 
This button is only enabled for components that are 
Product Codes or Combo Boxes. 
Pressing this button will launch the screen shown on the 
right. 

This button toggles the ‘Valid 
Products’ sort display between 
Product Code and Product 
Description. 

This button will Add the product in the Valid 
Products table above on which the user is 
currently parked to the Selected Products table 
on the right. 

This button will Remove the product in the 
Selected Products table above on which the 
user is currently parked. 

The only products that can be used as the first 
component for this template are: TempMat01; 
TempMat02; TempMat03; TempMat04 and 
TempMat05. 
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Creating Templates ........................................................................... Component Types – a Required Product Component… continued 
 
Continuing from the previous page, we are still examining the first component of our model template, which is a required product component. 
The screenshot below shows the optional parameters to which the first component of configured products based on this template will adhere. 
 
 

Based on the options parameters (left to right, top to bottom), when configuring an item 
based on this template, this component has the following properties: 
� it is mandatory; 
� the component will be referenced throughout the configuration process by its product 

description; 
� the component will be identified in both description lines of the configured item;  
� its quantity is not included in the configured item's description; 
� the component identifier is 'A:'; 
� the component identifier will be before the product reference; 
� the quantity of this component is not dependent on any other component; 
� the default quantity for newly configured items based on this template is 1; 
� the acceptable quantity range for newly configured items based on this template is 1 

to 5, inclusive; 
� the default product and product line for this component is TempMat01/SMW 

(acceptable items can be seen and selected via F5). 
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Creating Templates ........................................................................................ Component Types – Other Types of Product Components 
 
 

The component identified as Dependent Product Component has the following properties: 
� It is mandatory; 
� the component will be referenced throughout the configuration process by its product code; 
� the component will be identified only in description line-1 of the configured item;  
� its quantity is NOT included in the configured item's description; 
� the component identifier is 'B:'; 
� the component identifier will be after the component reference in the configured item's description; 
� the quantity of this component is calculated as 2X that of the first component; 
� there is no default quantity or range for this component, as it is driven by the first component; 
� the default product and product line for this component is TM-06/SMW. 

The component identified as Optional Product Component has the following properties: 
� It is NOT mandatory; 
� the component will be referenced throughout the configuration process by its product code; 
� the component will be identified only in description line-2 of the configured item;  
� its quantity is NOT included in the configured item's description; 
� the component identifier is 'C:'; 
� the component identifier will be before the component reference in the configured item's description; 
� the quantity of this component is not dependent on any other component; 
� there is no default quantity but acceptable range is 1 to 10, inclusive; 
� the default product and product line for this component is TM-11/SMW. 
�  

The component identified as Optional Dependent Product Component has the following properties: 
� It is NOT mandatory; 
� the component will be referenced throughout the configuration process by its product code; 
� the component will NOT be identified in the description lines of the configured item;  
� its quantity is included in the configured item's description before the identifier; 
� the component identifier is 'D:'; 
� the component identifier and its quantity will be at the end of configured item's description; 
� the quantity of this component is calculated as 3X that of the third component; 
� there is no default quantity or range for this component, as it is driven by the third component; 
� the default product and product line for this component is TM-16/SMW. 
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Creating Templates .......................................................................................................... Component Types – Non-Product Components 
 
The previous four components have all been different variations of type Product Code.  All the components that follow will be of varying Choice Types. 
The screenshot below demonstrates a component whose values will be extracted from a user-defined combo-box. 
A good example of this type of component would be a component that allows the user to specify colour. 
 
 

As shown, the user has entered Colour 
Choice (Combo Box Component) as the 
component description and selected Combo 
Box as the Choice Types. 
In order to create or edit the pre-determined 
list of colours from which the component, on 
which the user is parked, must be chosen, the 
user can click on the Valid Values button. 
Pressing this button will launch the screen 
shown to its right. 

This button will Add the entry in 
the Value field to the Selected 
Values table on the right. 

This button will Remove the value 
in the Selected Values table above 
on which the user is currently 
parked. 

The component identified as Colour Choice 
has the following properties: 
� it is mandatory; 
� it will be included in the configured 

item’s product description-1; 
� the component identifier is ‘CLR:’; 
� the position of the component identifier 

has not been specified; 
� the quantity fields are not required; 
� no default value was specified. 
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Creating Templates ..................................................................................... Component Types – Non-Product Components…continued 
The screenshot below demonstrates two other types of non-product components: 
� a component whose sole function is to add a dollar value to the configured item (such as labour); 
� a component whose sole function is to further describe the configured item as it relates to a Yes/No question (such as Service Required). 
 
 
 

The component identified as Service Required? has the following properties: 
� it is mandatory; 
� it will NOT be included in the configured item’s product description; 
� there is NO component identifier; 
� there is no quantity factor or range for a Yes/No component. 

The component identified as Assembly Labour has the following properties: 
� it is mandatory; 
� it will NOT be included in the configured item’s product description; 
� the component identifier is ‘LAB:’; 
� the position of the component identifier has been specified; 
� there is no quantity factor (but there could be, if the labour was directly related to 

the quantity of a specific component); 
� there is no default amount. 
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Creating Templates ..................................................................................... Component Types – Non-Product Components…continued 
The screenshot below demonstrates two other types of non-product components: 
� a quantity that is dependent upon another component to the configured item; 
� a quantity that is unrelated to any other component in the configured item. 
 
 

The component identified as Dependent Quantity Component has the 
following properties: 
� it is mandatory; 
� the quantity will be included in the configured item’s product 

description; 
� the component identifier is ‘QTY2:’; 
� the position of the component identifier has been specified; 
� the quantity is 2X that of component 8; 
� there is no default amount or range. 

The component identified as Independent Quantity Component has the following 
properties: 
� it is mandatory; 
� the quantity will be included in the configured item’s product description; 
� the component identifier is ‘QTY1:’; 
� the position of the component identifier has been specified; 
� there is no quantity factor; 
� there is no default amount or range. 
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Creating Templates ................................................................................................. Adding Non-Product Code Components…continued 
The screenshot below demonstrates two other types of non-product components: 
� a formatted text field (for example a Phone Number); 
� a free form text field quantity that is unrelated to any other component in the configured item. 
 

In this example, the Free Form Text component has the following 
properties: 
� it is not mandatory; 
� it will not be included in the configured item’s product description; 
� the format is ‘X25’ (allowing any alpha-numeric entry up to 25 

characters in length) 
� there is no prefix. 
 
Note: The required flag is turned ON for this component, but the 

configurator will allow the user to bypass a formatted text field. 
 

In this example, the Phone No for Warranty Service component has the following 
properties: 
� it is not mandatory; 
� it will not be included in the configured item’s product description; 
� the format is ‘#-#3-#3-#4’ (to accommodate a 1-800-123-4567 type number) 
� there is no prefix. 
 
Note: The required flag is turned ON for this component, but the configurator will 

allow the user to bypass a formatted text field. 



 Visual Streamline 
Product Configurator 

 

December 2018 Page: 14 
TECSYS Visual Streamline White Paper Series 

Creating Templates ....................................................................................................................................... Cut Factors/Hose Assemblies 
 
Cut Factors are a feature that is unique to the Hydraulic Hose industry. 
As such it really should be tied to its own business rule and/or module but, unfortunately, it is enabled with the configurator module. 
 
Typically, hydraulic hose assemblies are made up of a hose with couplings or terminations at both ends. 
They are ordered and configured to a specific length, known as the Assembly Overall Length (AOL). 
Couplings and terminations each add to the Assembly Overall Length.  The added length is very specific to the type of coupling or terminations and is known as the 
Cut Length (or Cut Factor). 
 
 
This is more clearly illustrated and explained in the figure below. 
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Creating Templates .................................................................................................................. Cut Factors/Hose Assemblies…continued 
 
In Visual Streamline, a minimal Hose Assembly template would be setup with three components: hose, coupling-1 and coupling-2.  Each component would have 
associated product lists from which the components are selected.  The couplings would both be set up as cut factor components with the hose as the component 
against which the cut factor would be applied. 
 
The screenshot below shows a slightly more detailed Hose Assembly template with brief explanations of each component. 
 
 

 

The Hose Type component would have attributes as follows: 
� It is a mandatory component; 
� It is selected from a product list; 
� It will be referenced in the configured item’s description. 

The Overall Length component would have attributes as follows: 
� It is a calculated component; 
� It is simply the Hose Type quantity of the configured item; 
� It will be referenced in the configured item’s description. 

The End1 and End2 components would have attributes as follows: 
� They are mandatory components; 
� They are selected from product lists; 
� They will have a default quantity of 1, range of 0 to 1; 
� They will be referenced in the configured item’s description lines 1 and 

2 respectively; 
� They will each have cut factors that will be applied to the Hose 

quantity to determine the cut hose length. 

The Hose Guard and Bend Restrictor components would have attributes as 
follows: 
� They are optional components; 
� They are selected from product lists; 
� They will be not be referenced in the configured item’s description. 

The Orientation component would have attributes as follows: 
� It is an optional components; 
� It is a number representing the number of degrees measured in a 

counter-clockwise direction between the fitting nearest the viewer 
and the farthest end fitting; 

� It is referenced in the configured item’s description. 

The Labour component would have attributes as follows: 
� It is a mandatory component; 
� It is a dollar value representing the assembly charge; 
� It will be included in the configured item’s price. 
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Creating Templates .................................................................................................................. Cut Factors/Hose Assemblies…continued 
 
The screenshot below shows how the cut factors would be set up for a Hydraulic Hose Assembly template. 
 

 
 
Using the example above – this is what the system will do: 
When the configured item is being created, the system will allow you to enter a cut factor for End-1 and End-2.  Those cut factors will be subtracted from the quantity 
entered for the Hose component to determine the End Quantity (Hose cut length).  This will be further explained and/or revisited in the section on ‘Creating Configured 
Items’. 

This is telling the system to prompt for cut factors when entering the 
End1 and End2 components. 
These cut factors will then be applied to the Hose Type component to 
determine the End Quantity of Hose Type for the configured item. 
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Creating Configured Items.................................................................... Launching the Product Configuration Screen from Order Entry 
 
Once a template has been created, it can be used on quotes and sales order.  To do this, enter the template on a sales order or quote line and the system will 
automatically take you to the Configuration screen to allow you to create the configured item.  
Enter the template code that you have created in the product code line, and tab, to launch the screen shown below. 
 
 

This screen is actually a dual purpose screen: 
� it is used for creating configured products from a template; 
� it is used as a query screen for existing configured products. 
As such, there are some fields on this screen that will not be utilized 
when creating configured products from templates. 
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Creating Configured Items................................................................................................ Overview of the Product Configuration Screen  
 
System will automatically display the product configuration screen when a template is entered on the Quote/Order Entry screen. 
The information on this screen will be pulled from the Template, and will be based on all of its components, their defaults and options. 
Before showing the creation of an actual configured item, the next several pages will describe some of the components of the Product Configuration Screen. 
The screenshot below explains some of the key elements of the Header and Footer section of the Product Configuration screen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Header Section of the Product Configuration Screen. 
 
Template Prod: This field is populated based on the template product 
entered in Sales Order Entry that launched the Product Configuration Screen.  
This Template Product can be changed which will, in turn, change the entire 
table of components that is presented. 
Prod Line: This field is populated based on the Template Prod. 
Customer: This field can be changed but will not be honoured.  The customer 
from the Sales Order that triggered the screen will always be used. 
Product and Product Line:  These fields cannot be edited, nor do they ever 
contain data during the configuration process.  They only contain data when 
invoked from an already configured item, and in this instance these fields will 
contain the configured item product code and line. 
Browse: The Browse button opens a window showing any saved 
configurations for this template.   The button is only visible if saved 
configurations exist. 

Footer Section of the Product Configuration Screen. 
 
Description 1 and 2: These fields contain the first and second lines of 
description of the configured product.  If the configured item is currently being 
built these fields will dynamically change with each component based on its 
options.  If the configured item has already been built these will display the 
first and second lines of description that currently are associated with the 
configured item. 
List Price and Cost:  These fields are not editable and are created 
dynamically at the time of creation by extending and totalling the list prices 
and costs (in the options folder) of the configured product’s components. 
Save Config:This is a non-functional button as the Create Product button 
automatically saves the configuration and disallows any further editing. 
Create Product:  This button launches another window for the creation of the 
configured product.  It assigns the product code by concatenating the 
Template Product Code, the Customer Code and an unique sequence 
number.  It allows the user to modify description lines 1 and 2 and to add 
additional description lines. 
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Creating Configured Items........................................................................... Overview of the Product Configuration Screen…continued 
 
The screenshot below explains some of the key elements of the Details section of the Product Configuration screen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Products column 
This column’s usage and heading vary depending on the type of component on 
which the user is currently parked.  The usage and heading vary as follows: 
� it will be labelled Product, if the component is a product and it has not 

been flagged for referencing by description.  The field will be used to 
enter/edit/lookup product code for that component; 

� it will be labelled Product Description, if the component is a product and 
has been flagged for referencing by description.  The field will be used to 
enter/edit/lookup product description for that component; 

� it will be labelled Free Form Text, if the component is free form text.  The 
field will be used to enter/edit text as required. 

� it will be labelled <Blank>, if the component is a combo box or a Yes/No 
component.  The field will be used to enter/edit/lookup the values for the 
component; 

� it will be labelled <Blank>, if the component is a Quantity or Dollar Value 
component.  There will be NO field in the column to be maintained. 

Components column 
This column contains the component descriptions from the template. 
These are for reference and cannot be edited here. 
They can only be edited from the Product Configurator screen for the Template 
product itself. 

Prod Line column 
This column’s usage and heading vary depending on the type of component on which the user is currently 
parked.  The usage and heading vary as follows: 
� it will be labelled Product Line, if the component is a product.  The field will not be editable and will 

contain the product line for the product code for that component; 
� it will be labelled <Blank>, if the component is not a product.  There will be NO field in the column to be 

maintained. 

Original Qty and End Qty columns 
These columns’ usages and headings vary depending on the type of component on 
which the user is currently parked.  The usages and headings vary as follows: 
� they will be labelled Original Qty and End Qty, if the component is a product.  The 

Original Qty field will be used to enter/edit the quantity of the component required 
for the configured product.  The Original Qty field will be system assigned if there is 
no product assigned or there is a quantity factor and dependency on another 
component.  The End Qty is a system assigned value representing the resultant 
quantity after cut factors have been applied to the original quantity; 

� they will be labelled Amount and <Blank>, if the component is a Dollar Value 
component.  The field will be used to enter/edit a dollar amount to be added to the 
list price of the configured item; 

� they will be labelled Value and <Blank>, if the component is a Quantity 
component.  The field will be used to enter/edit a Quantity figure which is used for 
reference only as it has no effect on either the  price or cost of the configured item; 

� they will both be labelled <Blank>, if the component is a Combo Box, Yes/No or 
Free Form Text component.  There will be NO field in the column to be maintained. 

Print Price column 
This column contains three items. 
Checkbox this field determines whether the price of the component will display on any 

screens/reports/forms showing a breakdown of materials for the configured item 
Folder Icon this icon launches an editable Options window containing multiple parameters 

relating to the component (including an extended cost figure). 
Bomb Icon this icon restores default values to component line. 
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Creating Configured Items................................................................................................................................. Finally, the actual creation 
 
Once all of the components are entered, you are able to create the configured product, by clicking on the ‘Create Product’ button at the bottom of the screen 
 
 

The window on the right shows the configuration entered 
against the template. 
The window below shows the dialog presented after the user 
hits the Create Product button from the Product Configuration 
screen. 

These description lines have been built based on 
each component’s optional rules and the values 
and quantities assigned to each component.  

The List Price and Cost have been built based on each product’s list price, 
average cost and quantity. 
Any Dollar Value components have also been incorporated. 
Exact calculations are as shown in the chart below 
 
Component Qty List Average Total Total 
  Price Cost List Cost 
TempMat03 2 30.00 15.00 60.00 30.00 
TM-07 4 70.00 35.00 280.00 140.00 
TM-12 1 120.00 60.00 120.00 60.00 
TM-19 3 190.00 95.00 570.00 285.00 
Labour  100.00 0.00 100.00 0.00 
Total    1,130.00 515.00 

These description lines were brought in from the 
configurator but can be edited. 
Additional Description lines can also be added to 
the Configured product via the Add’l Description 
button. 
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Creating Configured Items............................................................................................................................And, the return to Order Entry 
 
After pressing the Create Product from the screens shown on the previous page, the system will take you back to the sales order and will add the newly created 
configured item into the sales order line. 
Note: the product code is configured by using the Template Code (TEMPLATE-1), Customer Code (SMW) and an unique Sequence Number separated by hyphens. 

So in this example, our newly created configured item becomes TEMPLATE-1-SMW-3.  The next configured for the same customer and template will be 
TEMPLATE-1-SMW-4. 
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Creating Configured Items................................................................................................................................................. Hose Assemblies 
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Creating Configured Items............................................................................................................................ Hose Assemblies…continued 
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Creating Configured Items............................................................................................................................ Hose Assemblies…continued 
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Creating Configured Items............................................................................................................................ Hose Assemblies…continued 
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Viewing Configured Items..................................................................................................................................................... Product Master 
 
The screenshot below shows the recently created configured item as it would appear in the Product Master. 
 

 

There are several things that are worth noting: 
� Description lines are as generated during the configured item 

creation process in order entry; 
� The stock type is F (Configured Product); 
� There is a folder icon beside the stock type that will show the 

saved configuration, if it has not been deleted (this will be shown 
later in this document) 

� The standard list price has been updated with the accumulated 
list price of the configured item’s components; 

� The main warehouse’s standard, weighted and last receipt costs 
have been updated with the accumulated costs of the configured 
item’s components (not shown in the screenshot); 

� There is a Bill of Materials set up for this product showing all the 
product components associated with this configured item (this 
too will be shown later in this document). 



 Visual Streamline 
Product Configurator 

 

December 2018 Page: 27 
TECSYS Visual Streamline White Paper Series 

Viewing Configured Items..................................................................................................................................................... Bill of Materials 
 
The screenshot below shows the Bill of Materials for the recently created configured item as launched from the Bill of Material button in Product Master. 
Configured item flow through as Build to order kits.  So the system will automatically flush the order if there are sufficient raw materials to build the kit.  The system will 
attach the raw material components to a BILL OF MATERIAL. 
In this example, since there were only 4 inventory items that were added to the kit, we only see 4 raw materials. Keep in mind that the other components were not set 
up as product codes, even though the template consisted of 11 components. 
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Maintaining Templates ........................................................................................................ after Configured Products have been created 
 
In order to return to the Product Configurator Maintenance screen, where the template was initially set up, you need to go through: Inventory > Inventory Master 
Files… > Product Code Lookup (Details) for the template product and click on the folder next to the template stock type, as shown in the illustration below. 
However, now that there is a saved configuration of this template, modifications to the Choice Types of this template can’t be made. 
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Maintaining Templates ................................................................................... after Configured Products have been created…continued 
 
If you need to make a change to a template once it has been used, then you need to delete every saved configuration which basically means that the system keeps 
track of every single configured item that is created from the template. 
To delete saved configurations, click on the button called SAVED CONFIG when you are in the Product Configurator Maintenance screen, as shown in the illustration 
below. 
 

The screen above is the screen that the system 
displays when you click on the Saved Config 
button.  You will notice that there are currently 4 
saved configurations including the one created 
through the example.  Park on each and click on 
the Delete Saved Conf button to delete them. This 
will not delete the configured item itself; it just 
deletes the saved configuration. So the inventory 
item will still be available in the list of product code 
browse, and available to be used again. 
 
Note that once all of the saved configurations are 
deleted, the Delete button will be grayed out as 
there are no more saved configuration. 
And the choice types on the template are now 
modifiable once again. 
 
The inventory items that were previously saved as 
a Configured items are still there, and have not 
been deleted. 


